Quality First
O:nn again we are proud to present our annual

water quality report covering all testing performed
between January 1 and December 31, 2010. As in years
past, we are committed to delivering the best-quality
drinking water possible. To that end, we remain vigilant
in meeting the challenges of new regulations, source
water protection, water conservation, and community
outreach and education while continuing to serve the
needs of all of our water users. Thank you for allowing
us to continue providing you and your family wich
high-quality drinking water.

We encourage you to share your thoughts with us on
the information contained in this report. Should you
ever have any questions or concerns, we are always
available to assist you.

e

Community Participation

<oc are invited to participate in our public forum
and voice your concerns about your drinking
water. We meet the second and fourth Monday of each
month beginning at 7 p.m. at Town Hall, 635 East St.,
Pittsboro, North Carolina.

Important Health Information

mOBm people may be more vulnerable to contaminants
in drinking water than the general population.
Immunocompromised persons such as persons with
cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have
undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or
other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants
may be particularly at risk from infections. These
people should seck advice about drinking water
from their healch care providers. The
U.S. EPA/CDC (Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention) guidelines
on appropriate means to lessen the
risk of infection by Cryptosporidium
and other microbial contaminants
are available from the Safe Drinking
Water Hotline at (800) 426-
4791 or heep://water.epa.gov/
. drink/hotline.
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H: the public drinking water system during the last
quarter in 2010, we had an HAA (Haloacetic Acid)
violation. Testing resulted in a quarterly average of
0.071 ppm, which is over the maximum contaminant
level (MCL) of 0.060 ppm, but our yearly average of
0.0312 ppm remains below the MCL.

Some people who drink water containing haloacetic
acids in excess of the MCL over many years may have
an increased risk of getting cancer. If you have specific
health concerns, you may want to consult your doctor.
You may also contact your county health department at
the following Wieb site: hetp://www.deh.enr.state.nc.us/
ehs/images/ehssdir2000.pdf

What's Your Water Footprint?

ou may have some understanding about your carbon

footprint, but how much do you know about your
water footprint? The water footprint of an individual,
community, or business is defined as the total volume of
freshwater that is used to produce the goods and services
that are consumed by the individual or community
or produced by the business. For example, 11 gallons
of water are needed to irrigate and wash the fruit in
one half-gallon container of orange juice. Thirty-seven
gallons of water are used to grow, produce, package,
and ship the beans in that morning cup of coffee. Two
hundred and sixty-four gallons of water are required to
produce one quart of milk, and 4,200 gallons of water
are required to produce two pounds of beef.

According to the U.S. EPA, the average American
uses about 100 gallons of water daily. In fact, in the
developed world, one flush of a toilet uses as much
water as the average person in the developing world
allocates for an entire day’s cooking, washing, cleaning,
and drinking. The annual American per capita water
footprint is abour 8,000 cubic feet, twice the global per
capita average. With water use increasing six-fold in the
past century, our demands for freshwater are rapidly
outstripping what the planet can replenish.

To check out your own water footprint, go to www.
h2oconserve.org or visit www.waterfootprint.org to see
how the water footprints of other nations compare.

Questions?

AT T /

he Town of Pittsboro’s raw water is taken from
the Haw River and treated at Pittsboro’s Water
Treatment Plant.

Tap vs. Bottled

hanks in part to aggressive marketing, the bottled

water industry has successfully convinced us all
that water purchased in bottles is a healthier alternative
to tap water. However, according to a four-year study
conducted by the Nartural Resources Defense Council,
bottled water is not necessarily cleaner or safer than
most tap water. In fact, about 25 percent of boctled
water is actually just botcled tap water (40 percent,
according to government estimates).

The Food and Drug Administration is responsible
for regulating bottled water, but these rules allow for
less rigorous testing and purity standards than those
required by the U.S. EPA for community tap water.
For instance, the high mineral content of some bottled
waters makes them unsuitable for babies and young
children. Furthermore, the FDA completely exempts
bottled water that's packaged and sold within the same
state, which accounts for about 70 percent of all bottled
water sold in the United States.

People spend 10,000 times more per gallon for bottled
water than they typically do for tap water. If you get
your recommended eight glasses a day from bottled
water, you could spend up to $1,400 annually. The
same amount of tap water would cost about 49 cents.
Even if you installed a filter device on your tap, your
annual expenditure would be far less than what youd
pay for bottled warter.

For a detailed discussion on the NRDC study results,
check out their Web site at www.nrdc.org/water/
drinking/bw/exesum.asp.

For more information about this report, or for any
questions relating to your drinking water, please call
John Potear, Public Works and Utilities Director,
at (919) 542-2530 or Scott Jewel, Pittsboro Water
Plant Superintendent, at (919) 542-3530.
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