
 

 

Memo 
To: Mayor and Board of Commissioners 
From: Paul Horne, Parks Planner 
Date:  September 12, 2016 
Re: Parks Update 
 

 
Discussion 
 
This memo provides an update on a few recent and pending Parks Department endeavors.   
 
Background  
 
Community House Upgrades 
 
1) Mayor Perry conveyed that constituents, particularly those with mobility challenges, would benefit 
from having a rail at the Community House.  Local architect Grimsley Hobbs provided pro bono design 
consultation for the project.   Stoneybook Farms Metal Shop in Chapel Hill was a crucial part of the 
design team, and also crafted and installed the railing.   
 
2) Preston Development donated funds for park benches which covered most of the expenses 
associated with the procurement and installation of two benches matching our downtown benches on 
the Community House front porch.   

These two modest improvements will help make our Community House more safe and inviting.   
 
 
 



 

 

Sign & Brochure Grant 
 
A grant from the Chatham County Health Department for the design of a system wide parks brochure 
and parks signage had yielded positive results.  The brochure has been particularly popular with 
downtown merchants, the visitor’s bureau, the courthouse museum staff and local realtors.   
 
Park Signage has been installed at several park locations including McClenahan Park and Kiwanis Park as 
shown in the following photos: 
 

   
 
UDO Review 
 
The Parks Planner has been working with the Planning Director in reviewing portion of the UDO 
impacting parks, recreation, greenways and open space.  Guidance provided in this regard has already 
resulted in the savings of millions of dollars in tax money for parks over the course of the expected 
lifespan of the ordinance.  Several inadvertent errors were caught in the draft Module 2 which would 
have had negative fiscal impacts for the Town. Further recommendations will be forthcoming in 
conjunction with the Planning Director.   
 
Parks Comprehensive Master Plan 
 
Solicitations are being sought for consultants to produce a Comprehensive Parks Master Plan.  Proposals 
are due on September 13.  The selection process will proceed immediately afterwards. The plan will 
guide the Town’s efforts in meeting citizens’ parks and recreation needs.    
 
Recommendation 
 
To receive the report 
 
 


