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Pittsboro Parks 2015—-Progress Report

The Opening of Page Vernon Park, record attendance at the Street Fair, and a reinvigorated Main Street Program are a few
of the 2015 highlights for Pittsboro Parks. The department also added its first dedicated maintenance person ensuring that
our parks are safe, clean and always improving. Thank you all for the continued support as we position the department to

best meet community needs as we grow as a community.

New! - Page Vernon Park

This year saw the design, construction and grand opening of
Pittsboro’s newest park, Page Vernon Park. This urban
pocket park will add some much needed public open space
for our historic downtown. The grand opening hosted well
over two hundred people despite pouring rain — a testament
to the positive legacy of the park’s namesake.

Commissioner Michael Fiocco championed this project from
its beginning, then navigated it through several potential
funding obstacles. His solicitation of additional public and
private funds ensured that the project was built in full.

The trustees of the James Milton Johnson & Laura Blair
Johnson Trust, namely, John Blair, Gene Brooks & Rick
Torbert provided a generous contribution to the park, as did
Jim Nass, the ABC Board, and a number of other parks-loving
businesses and individuals.

This latest addition to our common ground also provides a
free Wi-Fi hotspot.

There’s also a hidden feature; the semicircular section of
pavers is permeable, allowing stormwater to be recycled

onsite, watering the trees and plantings.
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Rock Ridge Park Disc Golf Course Basket 18

Rock Ridge Park Disc Golf Course (RRDGC)
Special Events

Ovur disc golf course continued to evolve and retain its status Fall Street Fair
as the Destination Course of the Triangle and Triad. Rock e  Wandering Juggler, great street food and a
Ridge DGC is currently ranked as the #1 public course suiccessitilipsengandenimadethis one of the best

Street Fairs ever. Gorgeous weather helped! (See

within 75 miles as well as the 12th ranked free public
photos on the next page.)

course within 300 miles. Not too shabby. .
Holiday Parade

e  Everyone loves a parade — this year’s holiday
celebrations were supplemented by efforts of the
Pittsboro Business Association, who hosted a
courthouse tree lighting ceremony sure to

Improvements this year included plantings to provide
screening for the green of hole 18, directional signage
between all tees, and two beautiful cedar bridges over the
creek on hole # 12. The acquisition of a utility vehicle this year ",

become an annual tradition.
made virtually every maintenance operation at the course far

more efficient.

Mary Holmes Park
Small Town Main Street Program 4

This year has witnessed the reinvigoration of the small Mary Holmes Park received a grant through the

Chatham County Soil and Water District to address soil
erosion. This provided for new plantings along
Millbrook Road. This project is still ongoing and is
expected to be completed by early spring of 2016.

town main street partnership. A workplan including a
downtown branding strategy, major streetscape
improvements, and a continuation of the fagade grant
program is being implemented.

) Additionally, the asphalt paths and parking lot got seal-
New Entrance Sian at Town Lake Park . .
coated, greatly extending the life of the asphalt.
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Heron at Town Lake Park Photo by Chris Whitted



Photos from the 2015 Street Fair

LOOKING FORWARD to Calendar Year 2016

A Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Master Plan is needed to help guide the Town toward a clear set of goals,
policies, and standards for the Town’s park system, open space, trails, program development and department
growth over the coming years. This plan, which envisions a high degree of active public input, will help our
community answer how best Pittsboro Parks can enhance the Town’s sense of place, provide recreational and
cultural opportunities, encourage healthy lifestyles, and generally enhance Pittsboro’s quality of life. This plan is
crucial, particularly now as we face the prospect of unprecedented growth and change.



