Chatham Park Vision Statement
Chatham Park is envisioned as a natural extension and evolution of Pittsboro as a comprehensive complete live-work-play community that will build upon its physical connection to the world-renown Research Triangle region to create well-connected, walkable, mixed-use neighborhoods and vibrant, lively village centers that will help Pittsboro and Chatham County attract quality jobs from across the globe. The development of Chatham Park will help Pittsboro grow into a nationally-recognized leader in sustainable community building that recognizes the intrinsic value and character of the historic downtown and the surrounding rural lands while creating new villages and neighborhoods that are complimentary of its heritage.

Chatham Park will aspire to use best practices in town building and design to ensure that the community’s preserve existing sensitive open spaceenvironmental areas and, water quality are preserved and protected to the greatest practical extent, while building create an infrastructure of parks and trails, and reserving prominent locations for other important civic amenities including churches, schools, fire stations, recreation facilities and other necessary public/semi-public institutions. establish vibrant village centers as focal points for work, entertainment, shopping, dining and recreation, and create attractive connections among neighborhoods, businesses, schools and parks, both inside and outside Chatham Park. An extensive trail network will connect every resident to the outstanding natural and recreational areas adjacent to the Haw River and Jordan Lake, as well as to historic downtown Pittsboro.

Chatham Park’s transportation system will offer a fine-grained network of choices for the community’s daily mobility needs with a focus on providing the opportunity to walk, bike or drive short distances using smaller blocks, more frequent intersections, and multi-modal corridors (i.e., complete streets). In addition, the community will be designed to accommodate future transit operations including local circulators and regional rapid transit. 

Chatham Park’s neighborhoods will offer a wide variety of housing choices in medium to high densities to promote walkability and a compact footprint on the landscape. Blocks will be built on a framework of tree-lined streets in close proximity to neighborhood parks and schools, and within walking distance of mixed-use centers. Creeks and stream valleys will serve as natural connections between neighborhoods and as trail connection points connecting neighborhoods of distinct personalities. Housing styles will be reminiscent of the southern vernacular while providing modern conveniences, energy and water efficiency, and contemporary building practices. Neighborhoods will be carefully designed to allow opportunities for residents to age in place as their needs change without having to leave their community and friends behind.

The core of Chatham Park will form a new city-center for the Pittsboro community with a compact urban form that is well connected to its surrounding neighborhoods and to the region at large. This will be a major employment center for the region with a number of vertically mixed-use, mid-rise structures (3-7 stories) and occasional towers (8+ stories) that integrate housing, shopping, entertainment, and civic amenities. Public spaces both small and large will be generously distributed throughout the core to provide opportunities for landscaping, special events, social interaction, and restful contemplation. Blocks will be short and street frontages will be pedestrian-friendly with active, ground floor uses and activities, wide sidewalks, and on-street parking. Off street parking will primarily be located away from street frontages in decks and thoughtfully-located surface lots. As a regional mixed-use center this area will be designed to accommodate a future rapid transit system that connects it to the greater Triangle region as well as local transit circulators.

Chatham Park will also provide neighborhood centers that are intended to support the surrounding neighborhoods as places to work, purchase convenience goods, send their children to nearby schools, and socialize at shops, recreation centers, libraries or parks. Smaller in scale than the core, buildings in the neighborhood centers will be mixed-use but are generally expected to be four stories or less. The pedestrian’s and bicyclist’s journey from the surrounding neighborhoods to the neighborhood centers will be seamless and enjoyable.


In accordance with the vision, Chatham Park has formed a partnership with the Research Triangle Region’s Cleantech Cluster whose goal is to strengthen the region’s position as an international hub for technologies that enhance resource conservation, community operating efficiency, convenience of life, and sustainability.

Chatham Park’s “Chatham Technology Corridor”, with two major highways conveniently connecting it to all parts of the region, provides the region with a new focal point for the expansion of its high quality knowledge workforce. However, this time new jobs will be situated in the same community as the homes of the employees and their families and will be better connected to the region through thoughtful long-term automobile and transit planning

Chatham Park will stay connected to the historic Pittsboro and its downtown. This connection offers a sense of community that cannot be replaced and must be preserved. Chatham Park will offer residents the opportunity to walk, bike or drive short distances to work, send their children to nearby schools, and socialize at shops, recreation centers, libraries or parks.



Chatham Park is envisioned as having five villages. In combination with the historic downtown, these will serve as activity centers for the region. Creeks and stream valleys will serve as natural buffers between neighborhoods and as trail connection points connecting neighborhoods of distinct personalities.

In addition to the integration of the built and natural settings, Chatham Park’s master plan proposes a regional mixed use center to offer residents and workers every convenience: shopping, dining, education, recreation and housing will be integrated into a rewarding urbane place. As envisioned, Chatham Park will provide essential retail, services and housing into the future without the need to sprawl beyond the Town’s service limits.





Like great towns and cities, it is expected that Tthe development of Chatham Park will evolve in distinct phases, starting with North Villagethe core and carefully building out this vision in a compact manner as market conditions permit. The This gradual unfolding of the development ensures a comfortable pace of organic community growth in the community and allows Chatham Park dynamic and flexible growth opportunities for many years to come. To this end, Chatham Park will be carefully planned and developed according to the following core principles:

1. Water Quality will be protected
2. Development will be compact to increase connectivity, improve economic efficiency and minimize encroachment in environmentally sensitive areas
3. Walkability will ensure that every resident is within 10 minutes of a park or activity center and that the journey is safe and enjoyable
4. Activity Centers will be vertically mixed in use
5. As a major employment center, economic development and job creation will compliment and extend the compact and pedestrian-friendly pattern of the community
6. The community will be well-connected with a fine-grained network of streets and pathways 
7. High-quality local and regional transit will be considered in all planning to help reduce automobile dependence
8. Neighborhoods will provide a range of housing types, sizes and prices
9. High quality architecture and urban design will emphasize community aesthetics and a well-defined sense of place and character 
10. Development practices and building operations will be designed for long-term sustainability

To help grow a small community in the path of regional growth into a truly sustainable and world-class city is an exciting responsibility. Chatham Park does not take that responsibility lightly and endeavors to be a community partner with Pittsboro to help the entire community achieve its fullest potential. We have seen the normal patterns of suburban growth and development and the many negative impacts over the past decades and seek to build a more sustainable model that is cherished for its economic value and its quality of life for generations to come. 
It will also allow opportunities for residents to move to different neighborhoods as their needs change without having to leave their community and friends behind.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Chatham Park is envisioned as the place where you can live, work, play, enjoy, and continue to be inspired for years to come.
