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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE PITTSBORO ZONING ORDINANCE 

 Whereas the Board of Commissioners of the Town of Pittsboro has  considered a 

proposed amendment to the Pittsboro Zoning Ordinance with respect to Pocket 

Neighborhoods; and 

 

 Whereas the Board of Commissioners has received and considered the recommendation 

of the Pittsboro Planning Board concerning the proposed amendment; and 

 

 Whereas the Board of Commissioners finds the proposed amendment is reasonable and 

would advance the public health, safety, and welfare of the Town; and 

 

 Now, therefore be it ordained by the Board of Commissioners of the Town of Pittsboro 

as follows: 

 

That Article 5.2 of the Pittsboro Zoning Ordinance be amended as follows: 

5.2.1 Table of Permitted Uses 

 

SECTION 5.2.1 
PERMITTED USE TABLE 

Residential 

 

 

USE TYPE R12 R10 

Planned unit development (PUD) S S 

Pocket Neighborhoods X X 

Rehabilitation homes, such as 

halfway houses 

 S 

   

   

 

 

Permitted Use Table       X= permitted by right 

Town of Pittsboro, N.C.      S = permitted by SUP only 
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That a new Article 5.7 of the Pittsboro Zoning Ordinance be added as follows: 

 

5.7 Pocket Neighborhoods 

 5.7.1 Purpose and intent 

  The general purposes of the pocket neighborhood housing development design  

  concept are: 

A pocket neighborhood housing development is an alternative type of detached 

housing providing small residences for households. This is provided as part of 

the Town’s overall housing strategy which intends to encourage affordability, 

infill development, innovation and variety in housing design and site 

development while ensuring compatibility with existing neighborhoods, and to 

promote a variety of housing choices to meet the needs of a population diverse in 

age, income, household composition and individual needs.   

 5.7.2 Development Standards 

 

  A. Number of Dwelling Units 

 

An individual pocket neighborhood development shall be comprised of at 

least four (4) (single family dwelling units) with a maximum of twelve 

(12) (single family dwelling units) per development.   
 

  B. Density and minimum lot area 

 

A pocket neighborhood development shall not exceed 12 units per acre, 

and are not permitted on parcels less than 20,000 square feet.  Lots must 

be a minimum of 2000 square feet.  All residential units will count 

towards the maximum permitted density.   

 
  C. Lot coverage and yards 

 

Dwelling unit footprints shall not exceed 60% of lot.  The front and rear 

setbacks must be a minimum of 8 feet.  The side setbacks must be a 

minimum of 5 feet, and no less than 12 feet is permitted between two 

units.  

 

  D. Required open space 

 

A minimum of 500 square feet of common open space per unit is required.  

At least 50% of the units shall abut common open space, and the common 

open space shall have dwelling units abutting at least two sides.  Common 

open space shall be a centrally located, shared space that may be used by 

all occupants of the neighborhood.   
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  E. Parking 

 

Parking spaces at .75 spaces per bedroom per dwelling unit shall be 

required.  Parking must be located within the pocket neighborhood 

property. 

 

F. Housing Type 

 

Housing types are limited to single family residential dwelling units. 

 
  G. Accessory Dwelling Units 

 

New accessory dwelling units (ADUs) are not permitted in pocket 

neighborhood housing developments.   
 

  H. Private open space 

 

Each residential unit shall be provided an area of private open space. The 

private open space shall separate the primary entrance to the dwelling unit 

from the common open space to create a sense of privacy and shall be 

oriented to take advantage of solar orientation and other natural features to 

create a small but pleasant private yard area. The private open space shall 

be separated from the common open space with a small hedge, picket 

fence, or other similar visual separation to create a sense of separate 

ownership. 

(1)  Each unit shall be provided with a minimum of 200 square feet of 

usable private open space oriented towards the primary entrance and 

separated from the common open space by a hedge or fence, or other 

similar visual separation not to exceed 36 inches in height. 

(2)  No dimension of the private open space shall be less than eight feet. 

  I. Tree conservation 

 

Pocket neighborhood developments shall be designed to incorporate 

existing trees to the extent practicable. New trees shall be located to create 

amenities in the common open space, private open space, provide shade 

where appropriate, to create separation between buildings when desired, 

and to screen and soften the perimeter of parking areas and street facing 

sides of the housing developments.  Native trees and other vegetation shall 

be preserved to the extent practicable and the overall site design shall take 

advantage of the location of existing trees as well as natural openings or 
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clearings on forested sites.  A Landscape Plan for the neighborhood shall 

be provided for review and approval as part of the development process. 

 

 

That Article 12.1 of the Pittsboro Zoning Ordinance be amended as follows: 

12.1 Definitions 

 

Pocket Neighborhood - a residential development arranged on at least two sides of a shared 

community common open space. 

 

 

 

 

 

Adopted this 25
th

 day of June, 2012. 

 

        TOWN OF PITTSBORO 

 

Attest:        By: _______________________ 

         Mayor 

________________________ 

Town Clerk 


