Summary of the Biodiversity and Wildlife Habitat Assessment
for Pittsboro, NC

The Biodiversity and Wildlife Habitat Assessment (BWHA) is a method for compiling and prioritizing
conservation data in order to identify essential high-quality natural resources required to maintain
healthy ecosystems. The tool helps highlight areas of significant natural resources. The BWHA conducted
for the Town of Pittsboro follows the methodology outlined in the Comprehensive Conservation Plan for
Chatham County, Appendix E-Methods: Conservation Ranking and Analyses
(www.chathamconservation.wikispaces.com). The Chatham BWHA is modeled after the assessment used
in the N.C. Conservation Planning Tool. The primary goals of this assessment are the preservation of
aquatic and terrestrial habitats, landscape function, and connectivity. The result of the assessment is a
map that represents the highest priority areas for conservation of wildlife habitat and biodiversity.

Conservation Layers and Assessment Map

The BWHA is a geographic information systems (GIS) map layer that is a composite of 30 x 30 meter pixel
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habitat. Detailed
information about the data
used, the conservation value ranking, and methods used for the BWHA can be found in N.C. Conservation
Planning Tool, Chapter 4: Biodiversity/Wildlife Assessment (www.conservationtool.nc.gov).
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Table 1 Ranking of Conservation Layers for BWHA for Pittsboro
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