[image: C:\Users\alyssa.stepusin\Desktop\Branding Products\Logo Resource CD\JPG- Word, Powerpoint, Email\EDC-4C.jpg]
[bookmark: _GoBack]
March 18, 2015

House Committee on Commerce
   And Job Development
North Carolina General Assembly

Honorable Members:

I regret that I cannot be there in person today but want to voice my strong support for HB108, which creates the Site and Building Development Fund. 

The absence of appropriately zoned, shovel-ready sites has long been a problem in Chatham County and we have devoted extensive time working with owners in the last few years to remedy this problem.  Additionally, as the economic recovery has progressed over the past few years, most good quality industrial buildings in Chatham County have been purchased or leased so we find ourselves with an extremely limited inventory.

This legislation will help with both problems.  By providing low interest loans, the Act will enable us to develop qualified business facilities throughout the county. The Fund will be particularly helpful in Siler City, Western Chatham County, and other rural areas which lag significantly behind the more prosperous northeast section of the county.

The Chatham Economic Development Corporation wholeheartedly supports the bill, and stands ready to assist its passage in any way possible.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment,
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Dianne Reid
President

C:  Chatham County Board of Commissioners
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